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Title: Hit the ground running

This multi-lesson module is designed to introduce students to the tools and basics of news writing.

Goals and rationale

This five day lesson is designed for students to get to know each other, learn the basics of digital photography, page design as well as learning basic interview skills, profiling, writing headlines and decks.  Each class period is 90 minutes. This lesson works well with smaller groups of 10-15. At Valley I only have my students for one year and must produce a newspaper each quarter. I have nine weeks to introduce, orient and produce the first paper.

Objectives:

Students will understand the vital role research plays in the interview.

Students will create interview and follow-up questions.

Students will write a lead and profile article.

Students will use editing symbols.

Students will revise the profile.

Students will learn to use the digital camera.

Students will learn to download and file digital photographs.

Students will format and design a page using Adobe Pagemaker.

Students will set up folder on Valley High Intranet.

Students will identify headlines and decks.

Materials:

Time Magazine, Rolling Stone, City Weekly, today’s newspaper

digital camera, computer w/ Adobe Pagemaker

Overview and Timeline:

The Interview

Day One 

Step one: In groups, students will read two or three of the articles titled 10 Questions For…in Time magazine, looking specifically at the questions the interviewer asked.


Focus Questions: What do you notice about the questions?





      How do you think the writer prepared for the interview?

*Point: The interviewer must have knowledge of the subject BEFORE the interview.

Step two: Each member of the class will prepare 10 questions an interviewer could ask them, using specific information about themselves. Advisor reasoning? Saves time, each student already possesses enough information about themselves to ask probing questions.

Students will type the questions and set up their *Valley folder on the intranet.

*Each student has a password and a folder on the Valley High School intranet. Students will create a New Folder, name it Liberator and save all assignments in this folder.

Day Two

Step three: In pairs, students trade questions and interview each other, using the questions they have written for themselves.

New element: Each interviewer must ask two follow-up questions based on the information from the answers to the questions.

All answers and follow-up questions must b documented and turned in.

Day Three

Students will read profiles, currently in news or magazines 

(Time, Rolling Stone, City Weekly)

Students will write lead, get checked and write full profile of the person including at least two quotes.

Individualization: I check all leads as they come in.

Students will look at headlines cut from profiles. They will match the headline with the profile article. Articles can come from newspapers or magazines. Students will identify decks and practice rewriting them.

Day Four

Students will receive quick, basic overview of operation of school digital camera.

Students will take turns photographing their subject and downloading the photos into their file.

Meanwhile…students will edit and revise profiles. Students have previously been introduced to editing symbols in another exercise, they will retrieve the “cheat sheet” and use the symbols to edit each others papers in groups of three. Each student will use a different colored fine point marker.

Day Five

Students will receive quick overview of Pagemaker, just the basics.

Students will create a page, 8.5 X 11 including photo of their profile.

Students will trade papers, offer feedback.

Students will write a headline and a deck.

After a final edit, this is the finished product.

Final requirements:

All stories will have a headline and a deck.

All stories will fit on one page.

All pages will have a photograph.

Grading Rubric

	Questions
	Answers/

follow-up
	Draft
	Photo
	Folder

	20 pts
	50 
	50 
	50 
	30 

	Final:
	Contents
	Headline
	Page design
	Project total

	
	100 pts.
	50 
	100 
	400  


